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Tim
e Line Instructions

1. 
Label one end of the adding-m

achine tape “0 =
 N

ow
.” 

2. 
D

raw
 a line across the tape to m

ark the start of the Q
uaternary 

period, w
hich began 1,600,000 years ago.  R

em
em

ber, 1 m
m

 on the 
adding-m

achine tape equals 1 m
illion years of E

arth history.  T
he 

beginning of the Q
uaternary is 1.6 m

m
 back from

 “now
.”  N

ot very 
far!

3. 
Locate the beginning of the Tertiary period.  D

ivide 66,000,000 
years by 1,000,000 years per m

illim
eter to get 66 m

m
.  66 m

m
 =

 6.6 
cm

.  M
easure back 6.6 cm

 from
 zero and m

ark the beginning of the 
Tertiary period.  T

he distance betw
een 6.6 cm

 (the beginning of the 
Tertiary period) and the start of the Q

uaternary period (also the end 
of the Tertiary period), represents the entire Tertiary period.

4. 
C

ontinue in the sam
e m

anner for the rest of the tim
e line.

5. 
D

raw
 an extra heavy line m

arking the beginning of each era.  
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